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the responsibility. I for my part should have advised against the ultimatum.
In his fear of clearness, the Chancellor was so little prepared for the war that collective consultations between the political and military leaders never took place, either on the politico-strategical problems of the conduct of the war or even on the prospects of a world-war at all. I was never even informed of the invasion of Belgium, which immediately raised naval questions when it took place. It might here be interjected, whether I for my part was not in a position to urge for the preparations of a mobilization of the whole Government in time of peace? Nobody who knows the conditions that existed in our governing bodies at that time will ask this question.
Bethmann's greatest mistake from the point of view of the history of the world does not lie in his miscalculations of July, 1914, but in his failure to make preparations beforehand during the years when the enemy coalition was collecting all its forces, and strengthening by means of warlike preparations the resolve in its continental members to avail themselves of any opportunity for an armed battle against Germany. With little trouble and at an expense that would have been scarcely perceptible in the long run, the German nation could have been guarded against the blow of this war, even though constant fear of it had occasioned the necessary measure of precaution. The danger was there; the consequences had to be deduced from it. For France and Russia had